Lachlcn

Lachien was reckoned co de che
mosc deaucipul of all the Children
of llavacar, her Romance wich
Beren and cheir greac deeds make
up & (aRge paRT Of che sTORIES OF

che TIRST age
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"Che leaves wiere (ong, The grAss Was green,
‘Che hemlock-umbels call and fa,
And m che glade a light was seen
Or scars in shadow shimmering.
‘Cinuviel was dancing chere

‘Co music of & pipe unseen,
And Ught of stars was 1N her hair,
And m her rRaINMeNT glmmeRring.

Blue was her rRammenc as the unclouded heaven, dut her eyes were grey as the starlic evening; her mancle was sewn
wich golden plowers, duc her hair was dark as the shadows of cunlighc. As che Gghc upon the leaves of trees, as the
voice of clear waceRrs, as the stars above cthe miscs of che world, such was her glory and her oveliness; and n her
Face was a shiming bghc.
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Tc1s cold in che Lay of Lerchian how she escaped prom che house 1n Diritorn; For she puc forch her
arcs of enchancment, and caused her halr co grow co greac (engch, and of 1€ she wove a dark robe chac
wrapped her deaucy Uke & shadow, and 1 was (aden wich a spell of sleep. Of che strands thac remained
she cuwmned a rope, and she (et 1T down from her window; and as che end swayed above che guards chac
sac beneach the house they pell mco a deep slumbder. Chen Lachien ctimoed FrROM her prison, and
shrouded 1 her shadowy cloak she escaped from all eyes, and vanished ouc of Ooriach,
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.Duan curned aside cherepore ac Sauron's 1sle, as chey ran norchward again, and he cook chence cthe ghascly
wolg-hame of OR&ug(um, and Lachien che dac-rell of Churingwéchil. She was che messenger of Sauron, and
was wonc co fly In vampire's form co Angdand; and her greacfingered wings wiere darded ac cach jomcs end
wich and 1ron claw. Clad in these dreadpul garmentcs Duan and Lachien ran chrough Caur-nu-|uin, and all
chings rled defore chem...

AU arcwork © to (Dargaret [leming - Characters,quoces ece © to chelr origiNal owners



Lachien was scripped of her disguise by che unll of (Morgoch, and he dent his gaze upon her. She was noc daunced
by his eyes; and she named her own name, and offered her service o sing before him, afcer che manner of a
minscrel. Chen (Dorgoch looking upon her deaucy conceived 1n his thoughc an evil lust, and a design more dark
chan any chat had yet come inco his heare since he fled from Valinor. Chus he was deguiled by his own malice, for
he wacched her, {eaving her free for awhile, and caking secrec pleasure m his choughc. Chen suddenly she eluded
his sight, and ouc of che shadows began a song of such surpassing (oveliness, and of such bUnding power, that he
Gscened perporee; and a dblindness came upon him, as his eyes rRoamed co and fro, seeKing her.

AU his court wiere cast down n slumder, and all the fires faded and were quenched; duc the Sitmarils N che
crown on (Norgoch's head dlazed forch suddenly wich a radiance of whice flame; and che burden of thac crown
and of che jewels bowed down his head, as chough che world were seT upon 1c, (aden wich a weighc of care, of
Fear, and of desire, thac even che wnll o (Norgoch could noc suppore. Chen Lachien cacching up her winged
ROOC $prRANG Mo che air, and her voice came dropping down Uke RAIN INto pools, profound and dark. She casc
her cloak depore his eyes, and sec upon him a dream, dark as che oucer Void where once he walked alone.
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... Chen Beren gazed m wonder on che selpsame jewel of J-€anor thac he had cuc prom (Dorgoch's 1Ron crown,
now shining scc amid gold and gems by che cunning of che Ouwarves; and he washed 1c clean of dlood n cthe
wacers of the river. And when all was pished che treasure of Ooriach was drowned m che River Ascar, and
from chac cime che river was named ancw, Rachloriel, the Goldended; duc Beren cook che Nauglamir and
recurned co Col Galen. Liccte did 1< case che gRrIC[. OF Lachien co tearn chac che Lord of Nogrod was stamn and
many Ouwarves deside; duc 1c 15 said and sung chac Lachien wearing chac necklace and chac immorcal jewel was
che vision of greacest dbeaucy and glory chac has ever been oucside che realm of Valinor; and For a Uiccle while
che Land of cthe Ocad chac Live decame Uke a vision of che land of the Valar, and no place has deen since so
FAIR, sO fRuUICFUl, OR so 11lled unch Ughc....

...]_ong did O10r gaze upon che Simaril, which his facher and mocher had droughc deyond hope ouc of
che cerror of (Dorgoch; and his grief was greac thac deach had come upon them so soon. Buc che wise have
said chac che Sitmaril hascened cheir end; for the plame of the deaucy of Lachien as she wore 1c was coo
Oright for morcal ands...
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